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architecture, like most aspects of the city, owes little
to subtlety and rather more to drama and scale,

compared to the lighter touches of Paris or London.
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The Show

NeoCon this year was as busy as most regulars could remember
and instead of dying out with a whimper after lunch on Tuesday,
there was steady traffic right the way through until the official close
on Wednesday afternoon. As you'd expect, with the massive
crowds came a real buzz of excitement; something only Neocon
can create.

Everyone wore a hat at Massachusetts-based AlS.

Garden furniture displayed outside the Mart - but more and more rain!
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Herman Miller's swansong - atttheirbr T

Flex from Steelcase - a beautifully
thought-through moveable presentation room system.

presented together in tRE@reund floor LODHBY: —

One new feature this year was the Gensler-designed
NeoCon Plaza created on South Drive along the river
frontage of the Mart. Providing a variety of outdoor spaces
to work, meet and be refreshed, it worked well and was
well used.

The Japanese company, Okamura, have taken
over the very large area on floor 11 vacated by
Knoll after last year's show. Knoll have set up
shop in the Fulton Market area of town and the
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The Urban Boardwalk at Neocon.

talk at this year's show was that Herman Miller
have given notice that they will be following suit,
freeing up the area they have occupied on the 3rd
floor for 51 years. These refreshing changes give
other companies the rare opportunity of taking
some of the prime space in the mart and breaking
long-held monopolies, but don't the largest
companies have a responsibility to the industry
that feeds them to support its institutions, rather
than just to walk away?
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Trends

Foran industry that supports some of the world's largest
and fastest moving businesses, there was little to be
seen in the way of technology-related advances. It was
as if last year's effort to introduce the sitstand tables
presented by almost every manufacturer was enough,
and much of the focus this year was on upholstery,
textiles and eye-catching colours. Top designers'
talents have been employed to do little more than
to create yet more stylish seating styles for breakout,
reception and collaborative areas.
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The crowds were drawn to thgeleverly shared showré@fﬁ\%
‘Scandinavian Spaces. & W

ixinch from Antwerp, Belgium, _ — BS showroom.



The open shelving systems seen at recent European shows have arrived at Neocon with many variations on the theme
seen at Davis, Herman Miller, Steelcase and others.

There was plenty of emphasis on enclosures for single and shared use, with most claiming acoustic properties. That was
taken to the ultimate by companies such as Framery, Sound of Silence and Mikomax with soundproofed boxes of different
shapes and sizes.

Some Highlights

Dado by Alfredo Haberli from =
Andreu World - yellow is the eolotfof 20191

NC @hd their wire-meshilifilan 2Buzzi ick u L " Hug Seating desigfied by arapton for Naughtone™
Millér company. Higher seating for smaller spaces,

hirds by Joey Ruiter. ; : ‘ - : : [———
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e X ; " j : on. hc')'wroom
Nienkamper HeartDEaESeaing benches given to the new Beng'Box system and Ny /
won a Neocon Editors"AWard. marking a new cooparation with the Austi 3 Reefs Face to Face by Jessica Engelhart at Dauphin.
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And finally
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Welcome sign at one showroom;
after all, we are in Chicago!

NO SMOKING

More fun than office furniture.
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‘Advising office furniture businesses around the world"



