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CIFF Office Guangzhou 2017

The city of Guangzhou, the old Canton, is located on the Chinese mainland, two
hours from Hong Kong by express train. It is a massive, sprawling, heavily
polluted conurbation, filled with traffic and noise and bustling energy. Itis
devoted to industry and commerce and, with everything open seven days a
week, one day seems like any other. Blessed with little in the way of parks or
other open spaces and with few museumes, galleries or other tourist attractions,
it is just another of the many 10 million plus population cities in China which are
devoted to generating the tangible rewards of higher living standards that flow
from state, and especially private, businesses. Entrepreneurial enterprise is
everywhere. If retailers here followed the Western example of sitting and
waiting for customers, they wouldn’t get very far. Rather, they’'re out on the
pavements, hustling the punters into their shops and eating places, shouting at
the tops of their voices. One wonders why all the same types of businesses
group themselves so closely together, if all they then do is to fight so fiercely
amongst themselves for every customer?

The noise levels are ear splitting. Banging of construction and repairs,
advertisements blaring out from shops, women, screaming at husbands, and
above all, the din of the continuous blaring of car horns.

Spring comes early to this southern China city. It was warm and sunny this
March; something apparently ignored by locals with the layers and layers of
winter clothes they were still wearing. A thick blanket of smog hangs over
everything and only occasionally does the sun break through to light up the
dullness. When it does, you realise that the fug is being accentuated by the
fumes of vast numbers of cigarette smokers —invariably men — making the
streets and other open spaces quite unpleasant.
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This massive event — 3,900 exhibitors; 750,000 sq. m; more than 170,000
visitors - was extraordinarily crowded on the first two days with all the aisles
and the larger stands in the main halls crowded beyond capacity. Many
exhibitors answered by roping off the entrances to their stands and barring
entry to all but those who were known to them. Westerners were allowed on;
Chinese, generally not. The larger companies’ exhibition stands, supported by
export subsidies, were vast — companies vying with each other to be able to
boast that their stand was the largest. The quality of the stand design and
presentation was generally high — much improved over previous years — and
close to general international standards. It’s a pity that some of the more
design-conscious manufacturers such as Lightspace and Novah were not
exhibiting this year which accentuated the impression that the general standard
of products on display had not shown the progress in design standards seen in
previous years.

The vast majority of companies exhibiting were Chinese, as were the visitors.
There were a smattering of Western faces and the identically dressed salesgirls
— white shirts, black skirts, black-framed spectacles — who all spoke some
English, made a bee-line for anyone who was obviously not Chinese. They went
away happy once they had our ‘name card’.

The standard of catering at the show hasn’t improved. MacDonald’s and KFC
were the highlights. For the Westerner, everything else is verging on the
uneatable.

Trends

Following the lead of recent Neocon shows, height-adjustable furniture was
everywhere. Usually electrically driven, and often with sophisticated control
systems, they were invariably well engineered and attractively designed. There
were also plenty of pneumatic systems, and even a counter-balanced unit from
Rainbow echoing the Polish company, Mikomax who launched the original at
Orgatec in 2014.

Upholstery colours were generally bright; yellows, orange, reds, greens and
blues. Plenty of the workstations were still in white. There was little in the way
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of the subtle, earthy tones prevalent at recent US and European shows. Screens
were very popular —both workstation-mounted and made from a wide variety
of materials, and freestanding floor space dividers complete with plenty of
attractive accessories. And although the screens were often from materials with
acoustic properties, there was very little in the way of emphasis on acoustics at
the show.

Despite showing products that often mimicked those seen in Western markets,
manufacturers in China have yet to display any serious understanding of how
the products they show relate to the tasks or functional requirements of those
who work in offices. Furniture suitable for breakout areas was everywhere but
with no explanation as to why, or where, it might be used. Why were the sit-
stand tables on display of relevance to office-based employees? No
explanations were offered. What was the office-related purpose of the many
attractive enclosures being presented? No suggestions.

Companies and Products

One of the larger companies, Victory, headquartered in Guangzhou, had a
spacious area showing the new Ergotec lounge and the A/-Ul work area systems.

Victory's Ergotec

and Al-Ui
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Qhan Xin from Guangzhou, Omni from Yangzhou (confusing, isn’t it) and Office
Essential from HuiZhou with app-controllable units, all showed variations of the
many types of sit-stand tables which were well represented at the show.

Qhan Xin

Omni Motion table

Office Essential and their
app-controlled workstation.

Saosen are another of the larger companies which invariably present
interesting products. Headquartered in Dongguan, they were not alone in
picking up on the wood-related theme for workstations seen at recent
international shows and they also had some attractive soft seating.
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The show, held in Guangdong province, is pitched to appeal to the very large
number of furniture manufacturers in that region. One of those is Wosen with
some very attractive quality upholstery and simple workplace configurations

Ouli from Foshan had a very colourful display including distinctive reception

seating and CK Office Furniture’s bench system with acrylic screens and good
cable management had a strong European feel.

Ouli spiral
seating

CK bench
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Zhixing Furniture from Foshan presented executive chairs whose heavily
engineered style was decidedly out of step with most of the simpler seating on
show.

Zhixin swivel seating

A more up-to-the-moment look came from Sitzone, another advanced
manufacturer from Foshan. Their enova range had some delightful occasional
and meeting room chairs,
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One of Saosen’s separately marketed brands, atwork, had some attractive
fashionably looking workstations.

Atwork from Saosen group

Designer Davide Tonizzo from Toronto was working with Cosimo of Hong Kong
and Guangzhou to produce some stylish soft seating.

By Davide Tonizzo



http://www.jsacs.com/
http://www.saosen.com/
http://www.cosimo.ca/

CIFF Office, 2017, Guangzhou JSA Consultancy Services

Another company from Foshan, CBS Furniture, presented a colour-coordinated
workstation and chair range which attracted attention.

As for furniture finishes, Myldea were using a heavily grained black walnut MFC,
produced locally and Foshan claimed their epoxy powder-coated MDF was a
world “first’.
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And finally

Hengfa Sunrise presented stackable vacuum moulded sleeping cubes for the

office, with a vast array of optional extras including air conditioning, wifi and a
TV.

©John Sacks April 2017
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